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II. An accurate Account of a teflelkted Pavemenr> 
Bath, and other Roman Antiquities , lately dif» 
toyerd near Eaft- Bourne in SufTex. (Being fart 
«/ a Letter of January ji6. 1717. from the 
learned Dr. John Tabor of Lewis, to T>r. John 
Thorpe, R. S. S, and by him communicated to the 
Royal Society. 

ADefcription of the tefTeraced Pavement at Eaft 
Bourne, near Pevenfey, mull: have been more im- 
perfect than what is now given, had it come to your 
hands much (boner. I thought an exact Account could 
not be taken, unlefs the Ground about it was Operi'd.- 
and it being part in a Meadow, and part in. 
plough'd Ground, and under a Fence which parts two 
Perfons Lands ; by reafon alfo the one was fow'd ; I 
could not procure the Digging in both Places at the 
fame time. 

It was in March lafl: when the Meadow was dug; 
and the laft Week fave one in November, before we had 
leave to open the Ground in the Corn Field. The Mea- 
dow in which the greateft part of the Pavement lyes, is 
near a Mile and half South Eafl of Bourne ; it contains 
about four Acres, and is of a triangular Form ; the 
Southern Side is againft the Sea 5 only a few Fifhers Cot- 
tages, and a fmall publick Houle or two being between 
that and the Sea. On the Northern Side of the Meadow 
is a High-Way, which leads from Bourne, to Pevenfey : the 
Weft Side is by a Fence of Pofts and Rails leparated from 
a large Corn Field, in Common belonging to the Parifh. 

Q^q q q About 
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.About the middle of this Fence is the Pavement, difiant 
from High- Water- Mark a Furlong ; In former times ic 
might have been fomewhat more, becaufe from this Point 
to the Weftward, the Sea is always gaining from the 
Land. 

More than four Years fince, vi%. in the Summer 
\j\ %, when the Fence was repair d ; the Workman fink- 
ing a Hole to fix a Poll in, was hinder' d by fomething 
Solid like a Rock ; but calling out the Earth clean, found 
the Obftacle to be Artificial. Mr* Tbcmas rillLrd of 
Bourne, Owner of the Meadow, being inform 'd of the 
Novelty, gave Order that it (hould be uncover'd ; 
and lent aifo to Uerftmonceux, for one Purceglove an in- 
genious Ingineer (who formerly had been imploy'd in 
the Mines in the Northern Counties,), who with his In* 
ftruments bored through the Pavement; and in many pla- 
ces of the Ground about it, which lie found to be full of 
Foundations : but this his Difc'overy of thofe Founda- 
tions, was only a Confirmation of what the Inhabitants 
there have always obferv'd, as well in Ploughing, as in 
the Growth of their Corn and Grafs .• for in the common 
Corn Field, Weft to the Meadow, to the diftance of near 
half a Mile, they often raile bits of Foundations with 
their Ploughs ; and in dry Summers, by the different 
Growth of the Corn, rhey can plainly perceive ail that 
Tra<3 of Ground to be full of Foundations. 

The Pavement Was* little more than a Foot below the com- 
mon Surface of the Ground ; what laynexrit was afmall 
Sea Gravel j the Pofition of it is very near due Eaft and 
Weft ("about two Foot of the Weft end of it reaching 
into the Corn Field J; its length is fevehteen Foot and 
four Inches; its breadth eleven Foot, Atfirftic feemd 
to have been bounded with a thin Brrck fet on Edge, 
about an Inch above the Tepr<e, fo exadly "ftrait and 
even, as if Shot with a Plane; and fo well Cemented, 
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as if one entire Brick, But when the outfidc of the 
Pavement was broke up, we found, that inftead of 
Bracks fet on Edge, as was imagin'd, it was bounded 
with a Border of Bricks laid flat, and their ends next 
the Tejfer* turn'd up. The Thicknefs of thefe Bricks was 
an Inch and a Quarter;* the Breadth not under Eleven, 
and not more than twelve Inches; the length full fif- 
teen Inches; which, before they were turn'd up at their 
Ends, could not have been lefs than Seventeen. They were 
very firm, and not in the leaft Warp'd or Caft in Burn- 
ing ; when broke, their Subftance was fine and well 
mixt, of as uniform and clean a, Red Colour, as a piece 
of fine Bole: Except at the ends where turn'd up, they 
were all over cover'd with a Plafter (the fame which 
Vitruvius calls the Nucleus, of which more afterwards), 
half an Inch thick; lb hard, entire, and even, that it 
feem'd as one Stone, quite round the Pavement. 

Next within the Bricks, there was a Lift or Border 
of white Teffer<e, thirteen Inches broad ; within that, a 
Lift of brown Te(fera (fomewhat darker than a Whet- 
Stone, and fomewhat lighter coloured than the Touch- 
Stone^ four Inches broad ; then a Lift of the White, 
five Inches broad ; next within that, another Lift of the 
Brown, tour Inches broad : all the reft of the Pavement 
was fet with white- Te([er<e 9 without any Ornament or 
Figure ; which though not Gay, lookt very Neat and 
Glean. 

When this was firft view'd, none of the Curious 
doubted, but that the Work was Roman, many were of 
opinion, that it might have been the Floor of a Temple, 
or place of Worfhip, Pliny indeed (a) informs us, that 
thefe fort of Pavements or Lhhoftrota, began to be in 
u(e in Italy, in the time of Sylla ; who caus'd one of them 



(4) Plin. Sec. Hilt. Nat. Lib, XXXVI. Cap. XXV. 
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to be made in the Temple of Fortune at Prsntftt ; perhaps 
the fame which not long fince was taken notice of by 
the Honourable Mr. Addifon (h). 

I was rather inclin'd to fuppofe, it had been that A- 
partment belonging to the chief Officer where Juftice 
was adminifter o ; and the more, becaufe Pilars final 
Sentence on our Saviour was pronounced from a Throne 
on the Lithofiroton ( c ) ; which Appellation was given 
to thefe kinds of Pavements by Farro (d) not lefs 
than fixty Years before ; and by Pliny (e) not left than 
forty Years after our Saviours Suffering. That the Ro- 
man Generals caus'd fuch Pavements to be made at 
their Stations; we may have juft reafon to conclude, 
from that paflage (f) in Suetonius cited for this pur- 
pofe by Dr. (g ) Plot. 

When the Ground about the Pavement was dug, all 
thefe Suppofitions were quafli'd ; for on the North Side 
of the Pavement, we dilcover'd an entire Bath, fixteen 
Foot long, five Foot nine Inches broad, and two Foot 
nine Inches deep (which the Draught fent with this 
reprefents) : Fig- 1. It was fill'd with Rubbiffi of Buildings, 
which feem'd to have been burnt ; fc. hard Mortar 
adhering to pieces of Roman Brick, fquar'd Stones, and 
headed Flint, mingled with Afhes and Coals of Wood. 
From the Northwefl: Corner of the Pavement, was the 
Paflage into the Bath, three Foot three Inches wide; 
at which place, the Bricks that bounded the Pavement, 
were not turn'd up at their ends, but lay even with the 
Tetfer*. At the diftance of fifteen Inches from the 
Teffera, there was a Fall of two Inches, to the Landing- 



( £) Remarks on feverai places in Italy, Pag. 377. (<r) EvVm* 

*I»av. K. XIX. 13. ( d ) Ter. Var. dc Re Ruft. Lib. 3. 

< e ) Plin. Hift. Nat. Lib. XXXVI. C. XXV. (/) Jul. Cssf. Sett. 46, 
iS) Oxftrdjhire Plot* Nat. Hiftory, Chap. X. 



place 



( 555 ) 

place out of the Bath ; the Landing place was alfo three 
Foot three Inches long, and two Foot two Inches broad <? 
Thence by two Stairs, was the Defcent into the Bath 5 
the length of the Stairs, the fame as of the Landing- 
place; the breadth of each Stair way eleven inches; the 
height of each Step a little more than ten Inches : the 
loweft Stair was twenty inches from the farther Side 
of the Bath The whole Work was very compact, and 
exactly well made; not in the lead injur'd by Time, 
nor the Violence it underwent when filPd up ; truly an- 
swering the Precepts of Vttruvims which (£) ad vile, 
that for all Buildings, refpecl: mould be had to the 
Strength, Gonveniency, and Beauty of the Work de- 
fign'd ; and that in order thereto, a careful and judicious 
Provifion mould be made of Materials, without l J arfi« 
mony. 

Although the Author and Time of thefe Works can- 
not as yet be difcover'd ; yet 'tis evident the Artificer 
near enough follow'd the directions Vitruvim ( i) gave 
for framing fuch like Structures. 

( b ) M. Pollio Vitfruv. de Archite&ur, Lib. II. Cap. III. Hasc autem 
ita fieri debent, ut habeatur ratio firmitatis, utilitatis, venuftatis. Fir- 
mitatiserit habita ratio, cum fuerit fundamentornmad folidum depref- 
fio, & ex qua que materia copiarum fine avaritia diligens eiettio. 

( i ) M. Vitruv. Pol. Lib. VII. Cap. I. Pn'mumqne incipiam de Rude- 
ratione, quae principia tenet Expolitionum, uti curiofius fuvnmaque pro* 
videntia folidationis ratio habeatur. Et fi piano pede erit ruderandum, 
quseratur folum fi fit perpetuo folidum. — Si aut omnis aut ex parte con- 
geftitius locus fuerit, fiftucationibus cum magna cura folidetur. — Tunc 
infuper ftatnminetux ne mtBore faxo quam quod pofljt mamrm implere; 
ftataminibns indu&is suderetur. Rudus fi novum erit, ad tres partes una. 
calcis mifceatur, fi redivivum fuerit, quinque ad duum mixtiones ha- 
beant refponfum. Deinde Rudus inducatur, 6c vc&ibus ligneis Decuriis 
indu&is crebriter pinfatione folidetur ; 8c id non minus poji pinfumabfolu- 
tumcraflitudinefitdodrantis. Infuper ex Tefta Nucleus inducatur, mixtion 
nem habens ad tres partes unam Calcis ; uti ne miivore fit craflitudine pa- 
vimentum digitorum fenum. Supra Nucleum.. ad Regulam & Libellam 
exa&a Pavimenta ftroam»r, fire Sectilibus, feu Tefferis. Cum ea e»- 
trufta fuerint, & faftigia extruftiones habuerint, ita fricentur, uti, fi 
Se&ilia lint, nulli gtadus in fcvWulis, aut trigonis, aut quadratis, feu favis 
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Firft. as to the Pavement, it was fecur'd on every 
Side, and the Edges of it refted on a very firm and 
neat built Wall, made of Roman Brick, fquar'd Stone 
and headed Flint ; between five and fix Foot deep be- 
low the Surface of the Pavement, and full twenty three 
Inches thick; which we may fuppofe to have been two 
Foot by the Roman Meafure. The Bricks were nor in 
regular courses, as they are to be feen in' thofe Roman 
Buildings, which are in view above Ground ; but with- 
out order dilpers'd about in the Wall. The Top of the 
Wall indeed was but fifteen Inches thick; and that 
was covered with the Bricks firft menrion'd, which 
bounded the Pavement: but about fourteen Inches be- 
low the Top, there was a Set-ofF (as cur Mafons term 
it) in the infide of the Wall, eight Inches broad. We 
did not dig up the Foundation of the Pavement to the 
Bottom, but opened it at one Corner only, that we 
might difcover how it was Fram'd : for when it was 
bor'd through, they obferv'd, next under the Ttjfe~£, a 
Bed of very ftrong Mortar, more than a Foot thick ; 
under the Mortar a Bed of Clay two Foot thick; and 
under the Clay a firm Foundation of Brick- We ob- 
ferv'd the Clay (which the Ground thereabouts do not 
afford) to be very fine and red, and alfo clofe ; no 
doubt but carefully Ramm'd. The Surface of the 
Clay was neatly pitch'd with Imall Flint and Stones, 
Pointed at their lower ends, and Headed at their up- 
per ends. This Pitching or Paving is by Vitruvius 
calfd Statuminath ; and the Stones 'tis done with, he 



exrent. Sed coagmentorum compofitio planam habeat inter fe dire£tio- 
riem. Si Tefferis ftruftum erit, ut eae omnes angulos habeant aequales, 
millibique a fricatura extantes. Cum enim angnli non fuciint omnes 
Kcjualiter phni, non erit exatta ut oportet fricatura, 
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calls Statumina. He directs them to be fet, when the 
Underwork is made Sound and Firm, by well Ramming, 
Becaufe the firft Chapter in his Seven:h Book, treats 
only of the Method of making theie kinds of Pavements, 
which in his time, and as may foe bbfcrv'd from his words, 
were had in no fmali efteero by the Grandees cf -Rome ; 
I have trameribed what may {hew the accurate Me- 
thods which that great People had in Framing them. 
But to return, this pitch'd Work was exactly even 
with the Set-ofF in the infide of the Wall; on it was 
laid a Bed of coarfe Mortar of about nine Fnches thick ; 
the Skirts of this Mortar (which by Vitruvius is call'd 
the Kudus) retted on the Setoff abeve-mention'd; it 
wascompos'd of Lime, a (harp courie Sand, fmall Peb- 
bles, and bits of Brick. Upon this Kudus was a finer 
Composition, made, as near as I could guefs, wich 
Lime, a fine fharp Sand, fome kind of Afhes, and 
(which was the greater part) flampt Brick and Pot- (herds, 
in grains not larger than Cabbage-Seed, and the Flower 
or fine Powder feparated from it. This Bed was about 
half a Foot thick ; and is what Vittwviut calls the Nucleus. 
Whether we may call it Terrace, I muft leave it to thofe 
who are better skill'd than my felf, in giving proper Ap- 
pellations to the feveral parts of Mafonry. Both this 
Nucleus and the Kudus under it, very near equall'd the 
Portland-Stone in hardneft and compadtnefs. Upon this 
Nucleus or Terrace were the Tcffer* fet : they were fet an 
end ; but Co exact was the Workman in fetting them, that 
he us'd two forts of Cement to fix them withal ; their 
lower ends flood in a Cement of Lyme only, well 
work'd ; their upper halves were cemented with a fine 
gray Mortar, confuting of fine Sand (and as it fcem'd) 
Afhes and Lyme. This gray Cement every where fiil'd 
the Intervals at their Heads ; and was much harder than 
the Tefftr* themfelves. 

'Twas 
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'Twas before intimated, that the feffera were but of 
two Colours, White, and of a dark Brown ; they were 
harder than a glaz'd and well burnt Tobacco-Pipe, and 
of a Grit fomewhat finer ; the Brown feem'd to be of 
the fame Subftance with the White, but colour'd by Art, 
( as Pliny informs us ( k ) the workers in Clay of old had 
a Method to do): they feem'd to have been form'd in a 
Mould, and afterwards Eurnt. Hence I am inclin'd to 
take the meaning of Fitruvius; where he makes (o plain 
a diftin&ion between the fe{fer<e and the Sffli/ia; that, 
the one was according to the import of the name, 
form'd by Inftruments out of Stone, Brick, and Tyle ; 
the other fliaped in a Mould and Burnt. They were not 
of an equal Size, none exceeding an Inch in length; the 
ihorteft were ~ of an Inch : mod of them were equally 
tnade their whole length ; but of fome the lower ends ter* 
minated almoft as (harp as a Wedge, on purpoie, as may 
be fuppos'd, to be driven where any Interlaces were left : 
At their Heads likewife they were not all equal and 
alike, fome exa&ly Square, fome oblong Square, fome 
Semi-lunar, but none Triangular .• the Diameter of thofe 
that were Square was about h of an Inch ; the Jongeft 
Side of thofe that were oblong at the Head little exceed- 
ed half an Inch. It may be obferv'd, that the prepa- 
rations for fixing this Pavement here, go beyond thofe 
which VittHvius prefcribes (in the firm Wall near fix 
Foot below the Surface, in the Bed of Clay within' it 
two Foot thick, and in the Foundation of Brick under 
the Clay). But when we confider the Scicuation of 
the Ground here is low, not many Feet higher than the 
Sea might be elevated at Spring Tides; and that it 
might as welfbe annoy'd by Land-Springs after great 
Rain?, as by Water owzing through the Earth from the 

( k ) Plin. Sccun. Hift. Mund, Lib. XXXVII. Cap. XII. 
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Sea fo near; from which the Work in time might receive 
damage; we muft allow the abovemention d Additions 
to be the refult of a very judicious Forefight. 

The Bath alfo was form'd and fecur'd by a very corn- 
pad Wall, of the fame breadth and depth with that on 
which the Pavement refted : the Wall, which fuftaind 
the North Side of the Pavement, made the South Side 
of the Bath. On the South Side of the Bath, from 
the Eaft end, to the ends of the Stairs, there was a fo- 
lid Seat ; twelve Foot nine Inches long, very near ten 
Inches broad, and fourteen Inches high. The Bottom 
or Floor of the Bath, was made after the lame manner 
as the Pavement was made, excepting the Tefferx, and 
the thick Bed of Clay : for under all, there was Brick ; 
then a Bed of the kudus or coarfe Mortar (bmewhat 
more than a Foot thick ; above that the Nucleus or Ter- 
race only, half a Foot thick. The Sides of the Bath, 
the Seat, and the Stairs, were plafter'd over with this 
Terrace about half an Inch thick ; all which were 
throughout fo Hard, Compad, and Smooth, that when 
firft open'd, the whole kem'd as if it had been hew'd 
out of one intire Rock, and poli(h'd. At the middle 
of the Eaft end, at the Bottom, there was a Sink-hold a 
little more than three Inches long, and above two Inches 
deep : about four Inches above it, there was another 
paflage through the Wall of the fame fize ; the firft we 
may fuppofe to let out the Water which had been us'd ; 
the other to let in frefh. The Stairs and Seat were 
chiefly made of Roman Brick, between fifteen and feven- 
teen inches long, between eleven and twelve broad, and 
near one and a half thick. At the North Side of the 
Bath the Ground was not open'd ; but at the Eaft end 
of the Bath and Pavement, at the South Side of the 
Pavement, and at the Weft end of both, there feem'd 
to have been feveral Vaults or Cellars : for there were 
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**?ery firm *3 7nch Walls continued every way (to the 
farther ends of which we did not trace,), whole founda- 
tions were as low as that which iupponea the Pave- 
ment: fo that to the depth of fix Foo tic Ground was 
fill'd wi;h fueh Ruhhiih as was taken cue of the Bath. 
The Bricks in this Rubbifh. which were all broke, had 
feveral degrees of thick neis, from three (riches to a little 
more than one Inch : iome had one of their Sides 
wav'd as in Fig. z; Come Fretwile as in Fig 3. others 
had Roles on them weii imiratcd : we found alio two 
forts of channel'd Bricks ; the one like a Trough, the 
Channel three inch s broad, and as many deep, the 
Brick k felf an fnch and a half thick: The other fort, 
had a Cylindrical Channel ; fo that when two wcreclapr 
together, they formd a hollow Cylinder of three Inches 
Piameter, Thefe channeled Brjcks being ail broken, their 
Length when whole ii uncertain, as is the Vie they 
ferv'd to ; whether for PafTages to conveigh Water ; or 
whether they were placed in the Waiis to dtfinbute 
Heat throughout the; Building* as was uiual in the an> 
cient Stru&ures at Rome. 

'Tis farther obfervable, when the Ground was open'd 
thefecond time; that off from the south- Weft corner of 
the Pavement, which the Letter 6 fhews; five Foot low- 
«r than the Surface of the Pavement, there was difco- 
ver'd a large Space (to the end of which we did not 
fearch,), paved with Brick, eleven Inches broad, almoft 
one and a half thick, and fifteen long; fubftantially 
was it pav'd ; for it had two Courles of this Brick. 
There was half a Foot of Mortar under the lower Courfe ; 
and about an Inch of Mortar between the two Courfes ; 
thefe Bricks alfo were perfectly well made,* but on 
the under Side of each, were two Knobs, about the 
fixe of half a Wallnut; fix'd-on there as may be gueis'd, 

to 
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to keep them fteddy, till the Mortar they were fer m 
might dry. This pav'd Place was fearchc 6 or 8 Foot 
every way ; ic was all cover'd with a Coat about two 
Inches thick, of Alhes and large Coals of Wood : on 
that lay confufedly large pieces of the Rudus or coarfe 
Mortar abovemention'd, and lumps of the Ttjfer* in all 
refpe&s like thofe on the Pavement, and cemented as 
They were There were moreover mingled with the Aihes 
many large Iron Nails, bigger, but not quite (b long, as 
thofe we call double Tenns ; fome Hooks for Doors to 
(wing on ; feveral fmall pieces of earthen Ware ; fome 
like bits of Urns ; fome of a fine yellow Clay ; fome 
red, thin, neatly wrought and adorn'd with Flowers; 
and laftly part of a Human Skull, and pieces of Bones 
near it; which Bones were notinclos'd in any Veflel, but 
lay loofe ; they were difcolour'd like thofe I have feen in 
Urns ; fo that the Body they belong'd to, might periffi 
by the fame Flames, that thefe Buildings were deftroy'd 
by. There was no Infcriprion found either on Stone or 
Brick ; no Statue, or other Figure, fave thofe on the 
Bricks mcntion'dj neither were there any Coins met 
with there. But fomething more than a Furlong North- 
Weft of thefe Works, near three Years fince, there was 
a Malt Houfe, and near two Years fince a Dwelling- 
Houfe erected ; in digging the Foundations for the fir/?, 
there was a Coin of Pefthttmm; and in the Ground dug 
for the laft, a piece of Conflantfaes found ; both which 
1 fend with this, that the Infcriptions and Reverfes may 
be incerted if neceflary. 

From the nearnels of the Bath, it may reafonabiy be 
concluded that the Pavement was neither a part of a 
Temple, nor for a place of Jultice: the continuation of 
the Foundations every way to be traced from ir, and 
what was laft difcover'd, are rather an Argument it was 
an Apartment of a magnificent Palace. 

Rtrn Pliny 
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Ttiny fuppofed that thefe Lithojlrota ( / ) or teflerar'ed 
lavements had their original in Greece \ but perhaps the 
Grecians borrow'd their Patterns from Afia : for from the 
Book of Eflher (m ) we learn, there was a mod Royal 
Banquet at Suza, on zLithoflrottn (io the Septuagint has 
it) of coftly Stones, four Hundred Years before the 
time of SylU, who brought them firft into Italy. Jv[t- 
fhus affirms (#>), that the Grecian Laws, Learning and 
Arts were feteh'd from Alia .-, and indeed when we reflect 
on the Antiquity of the Levitick Law ; the Pyramids of 
Egypt'-) the Temple of Sclemtm; the Walls and Palaces 
of Babylon; and the fumpruous remains of Palmyra and 
ferfepolis; we have no reaibn to eftcem the Grecians Au- 
thors, but as good imitators of thole early Examples of 
Learning and Arts they had to follow. 

When Qu'wBus Cicero was here with Cdftr, the fecond 
time he invaded Britain ; his Brother the incomparable 
Tullf, had the oversight of fome Buildings he had ap- 
pointed to be made in the Villa Manliana at Atcmo .- and 
in a Letter lent into Britain, Tidy informs guincJu, that, 
he was well pleas'd with the Seat, and the more, be- 
caufe the Pavimented Piazza, was Magnificent : that 
the Pavement feemd (o) to be exaitly well made.* 
that he had directed fome Chambers to be alter d becaufe 
he did not approve of them : that in the Bathing Apart- 
ment, he had remov'd the Sweating Room inro another 
corner of the Afodyterium. And afterwards in the 
fame Letter makes mention of fuch another Work which 
was in hand for him in the City alio Again, about 
the time §>uincius return 'd out of Britain, and was fixe 
with the Legion he prefided over, in Winter Quarters 



( / ) Plin. Sea. Hift. Lib. XXXVI. Cap. XXV. 

( m ) Efth. Chap. I v. 6. ( n ) Jofeph agaiffft Appion. Book II.. 

{ e ) Tull, Cic. ad Qnina. Frat, Sab. III. Ep. I. 
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among the Nervii (of which C*far in his Commentaries 
makes mention) ; Tuliy ( p ) takes nonce of a Pavement 
that was making for himfelf alfo .* Expoli'Jones utriufqtt: 
nofirumi funt in minibus % fed tua pane ad te£fum jam per- 
d*da res t(t ruflica Ar can't & Later it. Tis hinted by Far- 
ro that a Lithoflroton was one of the Members of a com* 
pleat VilU (q): Varro was eighty /ears old v.heri his 
Books de Re ruftia were competed : Trlly was lbmething 
more than fifty when the above cired Epiftles were 
wrote; iafar when a General, made the Teffer.t ( r ) and 
Seailia for Pavements, to he pare of his Baggage ; and 
Fitruviusj Ooremporary with thefe three, caiis the Lithe- 
Jlrota, I tincipU Expeiithnum (s ) ; which make it evi- 
dent theie Floors were held incfieem, by as great Men 
as the World has afforded, even in their riper Yearsi 
From all this, we may obferve, that fometime before, 
and in the firil Age of ihe Empire* the humour of thefe 
kinds of Floorings much prevail'd among the Romans t 
wherefore 'tis no wonder they are found in (6 many 
places of this sfland But, as unprofitable Inventions 
and Cuftoms in time grow Stale, and are laid afide, 
fo fared it wuh that of Pavements : For in the time of 
Pliny they began to be out of ufe on the Ground % 
but then he relis us, they were made above Stairs ( t ), 
or in his own Words in Chambers. Whether the Li- 
thofirota in Chambers were ufual in Vhtuvius'% days, 
we have no Warrant to fuppofe, from any hint in his 
Writings; notwithstanding he gives Rules for making 
them, piano pede, on the Ground ; and fub ( u) dio, (which 



( p ) Ibid. Ep. II. ( ? ) Tcr. Varro de Re ruftic. I ib. III. 

( r ) Suet. Tranq. Jul Csef Cap. 46. ( s ) M . Vitruv. Pol. 

Lib VII Cap. I. (t ) PUn. Hift. Lib. XXXVI. Cap. XXV. 

Pulfa deinde ex humo Pavimenta in cameras tranfiere e vitro: novitium 
& hoc inventum. ( « ) M. Vitruv. Lib. VII. Cap. i. Sub dio vero 

inaxime idonca faciunda funt pavimenta. 

from 
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from the Method by him prefcrib'd mud be) aloft: fee- 
caufe for fuftaining tbofe fub Mo, he orders the work un- 
derneath to be well fecur'd, with two Jays of Plank that 
fhouid croft ( w ) each other, and be naii'd down ; then 
the Statum'tnath or Pitching, the Mortar, Terrace and 
Tfjfrra, as before on the Ground. But becaufe by fub 
wo Fitruvw could not defign Chambers ; and although 
Pliny informs us the Grecians us'dff x) to cover or Flat- 
roof their Houses with thefe Pavements ; yet fince nei- 
ther Vitvuvius nor Pliny mention any fuch Mode prevail- 
ing in their times at R«we\ it remains, that we may 
imagine Sub dio, or the Su-dialia of Fitruvius, to mean 
Pavements mounted on Pillars or Arches, which might 
afford delightful Terraces out of the upper Rooms, and 
fhady Piazzas underneath: and in this Sente perhaps 
may be underftood the Porticus Pavimentata of Tully 
above- men tion'd. By the many Apartments, the Found- 
ations about thefe Works point out, there feems to 
have been nothing wherein the Buildings that once flood 
there, might come fhort of the magnificent Structures, 
wherewith the Rowans delighted to gratify their Luxury. 
The ufes each were defign'd for, is not to be deter- 
min'd: whecher there was a Piazza cover'd with a Li- 
tbo(h('to», cannot be affirm'd. But be that as it will; 
'tis next to Demonftration, there was (bme upper Floor 
fuflain d by Wood, and pav'd with the Tffera, after 
the l'jme manner as Fitruvius directs h and, on the 
Brick Pavement (lad difcover'd), the Coat of Afhes and 
Wood Coals with Nails, cover'd with large pieces of 
the Rudtts, and great lumps of the Tcjfers well cemented 

( <v) Ibid, itaque fi neceffitas coegerit, ut minime vltiofa fiant fie erit 
facuindum: cum coaxatum fuerit, fuper altera coaxatio tranfverfa fter- 
r;ator, clavifque fixa, ©V Statuminatione fafla rudus inducatur, &V. 

( x ) Plin. Hift. Lib. XXXV. Cap, XXV, Sisbdialia Graeci invenere tali- 
bus domus contegentes, 

together 
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together, and the Nucleus adhering to them ; fhew there 
was an upper Pavement broke by its fall, when Fire had 
confumd its fupport. 

1 have been thus prolix, in giving you the moft exa& 
account I could of this piece of Antiquity ; becaufe we 
cannot have a lefs Senfe of the admirable Rules and Me- 
thods, the Roman People made u(e of, in framing their 
Buildings, and ordering other Conveniences for Enjoy- 
ment and Magnificence j than of the incomparable Ma« 
nagement they had in their Military Preparations and 
Diicipline; which are fo to the Life reprefented by (y) 
Jofpbus, and (b pun&ually defcribed by ( z,) Fegetius. 

As to the Roman Architecture, it may not be amifs 
here to note? that when they defign'd a Building, they 
could not immediately begin it : their Preparations re« 
quirdtime: By their well (hap'd durable Bricks, and 
by tbeir Stone-like Mortar, we may plainly perceive, 
they built not with fuch hafty Materials as are now 
us'd. Fitruvlm (a) and Pliny both direft, that Brick 
ihould be form'd in the Spring, and be two Years dry- 
ing • And where Pliny (peaks of their Mortar, he (ays, 
'twas ordain'd by the old Laws (b) of Rome, that no 
Undertaker ihould Build a Houle with Mortar which had 
not been made three Years before. We find indeed, 
their Walls feem to bid fair for Eternity j whereas ours, 
from Parcimony and ill Management, are fcarce able to 
endure one Age. 

"the reft of this learned Difcourfe, by which 'tis made 
mere than probable that here ense flood the Roman City An- 
deridie, deflroyed by the Saxons abcut the Tear 500 ; though 
very curious, yet being chiefly Hift on cd, feems net fo pro- 
perly the Subject of theft Tranjaffions. 

(y) Jofephus's Wars of the Jews. Book VI Chap. III. 

(Z) Veget. de Re Militari. (a J M. Vitm.v. tot. Lib* p. Cap. HI. 
PKn Hift. Lib. XXXV. Cap. XIV. (.6 ) .Win, Hift, 

Lib. XXXVI. Cap, XXIII. 
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